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the wages are at the rate of 4 to 5 annas per 15 gandas or 16
sheaves. For the pulse and rabi crops the rates are less." ! In
N. Bengal we find labourers engaged on an annual basis. Gene-
rally they get two or three years' wages in advance and execute
a bond to work for the zamindar. Their position differs slightly
from that of the gatania munis. The demand for labour being
somewhat greater in this part of the country, labourers are not so
much oppressed as in certain parts of West and Central Bengal.
The market rate of wages of unskilled labour varies from 4 to 5
annas. In the tea gardens a man is able to earn about Rs. 6 p. rn.
while a woman and a child can earn about Rs. 4-8 and Rs. 2-8
p. m. respectively. These labourers work only for about 18 days
,0. month. The semi-aboriginal castes like Santals rarely work
for more than 10 days a month, the rest of the time being spent
in hunting or idleness.

Generally speaking, wages in eastern Bengal are higher
than in other parts of the province. Natural conditions make
it possible here to raise four or five crops a year and working
season is consequently longer. Further, jute and aman rice are
very important crops in the deltaic districts of East Bengal.
Cultivation of these crops, particularly that of jute, has consider-
ably increased the demand for labour.

Size of Family and Income

Our data show that the average size of a depressed class
family of Bengal is 7-5.2 The modal value is 5. The average
number of children and aged per family is 3 and the corres-
ponding figures for adult men and adult women are 2-5 and
2 respectively. Of the 4-5 adults one is the principal earner,
one is the housewife and the others are generally sons or daugh-
ters between the ages of 10 and 15 years. In other words, an
average family consists of one principal earner and 3-5 working
dependents.

We have seen that krishans and other labourers engaged on
an annual basis generally get from Rs. 24 to Rs. 36 per annum.
The average annual income of a labourer, especially in the cen-
tral and western parts of the province, may be taken at Rs. 30.

1  R. K. Mukerjee, op. cii, p. 221.

2  Standard deviation of average^O'S,